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Abstract

This dissertation entitled "The pragmatic and Semantic features
of presupposition" deals with the theory of presuppositions and putting

them into practice. The scope of the study falls primarily within the
limits of pragmatics and semantics although the nature of the theory
demands that the logical aspect be covered, as well.

The problems addressed in the dissertation include the various
theories of presupposition and the way they can be established and
applied in Kurdish.

The Study falls into an introduction and four chapters. The first
chapter which serves as a preliminary to the study highlights such
topics as types of meaning, cooperation principle, conversational
implicatures, logical entailment And hyponymy.

The second chapter demonstrates the views given by scholars on
presupposition which consist mainly in three theories: the logical
theories of presupposition , the semantic theories of presupposition, and
the pragmatic theories of presupposition.
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The third chapters tackles the six types of presupposition which
are: Existential presupposition, factive presupposition, non-factive
presupposition, counterfactual presupposition, lexical presupposition,
and structural presupposition.

The fourth chapter sums up the results and conclusions of the
study in addition to suggestions for future study. Among the
outstanding conclusions drawn from the study, is that the associathons
of the semantic theories of presupposition with the constant and
invariable meanings in the sentence, is a reason why presupposition
works better within pragmatics rather than semantics since pragmatics
commits meaning to context. Another conclusion is that an exclusive
characteristic of presuppositions which distinguish it from
conversational implicatures and hyponymy, is constancy under
negation.

The study closes with a bibliography of the works cited and
consulted, and two abstracts in Arabic and English.



