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Basic Issues 24

of human organization that can plausibly be termed mental, that this
level is causally connected with, but not identical to, states of the
nervous system, and that the function of this level can (at least in part)
be treated as processing of information. The Cognitive Constraint in
effect states that certain aspects of this mental information constitute
the information encoded in language.

On the other hand, I will take issue with the naive (and nearly
universally accepted) answer that the information language conveys
is about the real world. To see why, we must step back from lan-
guage for a while and consider some issues at the foundations of
psychology.

Perhaps the most significant general result of the school of Gestalt
psychology (see Wertheimer (1923), Kéhler (1929), Koffka (1935))
was its demonstration of the extent to which perception is the result
of an interaction between environmental input and active principles
in the mind that impose structure on that input.! Two trivial and
well-known examples appear in (2.1) and (2.2).

2.1 . . (2.2)

The four dots in (2.1) are quite naturally seen as forming a square,
although no linear connections are present on the page. Why? And
why these particular linear connections rather than, say, an X, which
is logically just as possible an organization? Moreover, why is the or-
ganization of the four dots in (2.3) into a square so much less appar-
ent, even though they are in exactly the same spatial relations?

2.3) 1.05 John!

Why not? rareres
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