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Abstract

The study is under name ‘the effect of social media on Kurdish language’

Due to the wide usage of Facebook and social networking in general, they have direct and indirect
impacts on our life. Language as a social behaviour is affected by social networking. So this study is
analysing the impacts of social networking, in particular Facebook, on Kurdish language, which is
in the field of sociolinguistics. It might be important to say that this area is unbeaten track in
Kurdish.

There is not any statistics about Facebook users in Kurdistan Region — Iraq, but it is clear that the
number is increasing, and this kind of language that is used in social networking to chat and share
ideas generally is informal style. Also, it has negative impact on Kurdish language in general. Most
of the users are young people, and they believe that this informal language is interesting and ‘cool’.
To have a wider view, a survey was available on both Facebook formal pages of Koya University
and Soran University. The data were collected and compared with other languages.

The article consists of three parts, excluding introduction and conclusion; in the first part formal and
informal Kurdish is studied. The second part is about social networking websites, their history,
development and functions. The thirds part, which is the main part of the research, concentrates of
sociolinguistics and language change. The impacts of social media on Kurdish alphabets,
morphology, syntax and semantics is discussed. Finally, the conclusion of the project, the
bibliography, the abstract in Both Arabic and English and the index are accessible.
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