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Literature as Historical Document

The most ancient documentary texts of human history are the literary
products. Poetry emerges among all literary genres as a dominant type and
model, where philosophers, intellectuals, critics, journalists, scientists and
researchers with materialistic and idealistic orientations go back to those
works, refine their perspectives, or use them for their researches and put
them at the heart of their theoretical principles.

Generally, those poetic works would be considered as essential research
materials. However, for nations and peoples who had not had a chance by
subjective and objective factors to have documents, institutions,
documentation, writing , journalism, publishing and printing , became part
of the communities known as verbal communities. Those literary works not
only emerge as individual products and artistic and literary creative works,
but also they form an important source to document the various topics and
events in specific eras.

The Kurds are one of the nations, whose native land became a battlefield
among foreign fighters and its inhabitants were the direct victims of these
wars, forced to become fighters in these battles, or they have become
displaced and homeless within their own homeland. Based on this, it may
be considered the study, writing, documentation and publications of this
nation has been lost according to the old theory, and they may have spread
late according to the new theory of dominance and effectiveness of
language of the nation.

Thus, according to our argument, the large part of the events, topics and
viewpoints concerning the Kurds as a nation have been recorded and
documented in the folds of poetic literary texts of our nation. This study is
concerned with finding events that can only be found in literary texts,
which are the only confirming evidence for these events and their eras. The
importance and the value of literature as a documentary text lay in the
ability to read and discover the past, being a criterion for evaluating the
current situation and determining the basis for the future development. This
study is conducted by applying a descriptive analytical theory, offering
literary products written in Central Kirmangy dialect (Sulaymaniyah sub-
dialect) to Kurdish poets as applied models in the research, in order to
resolve the hypothesis of whether it was possible to consider literary
products of a nation as historical documents to read, demonstrate and
consolidate specific subjects and events, or not.
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