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Abstract

This paper, which is entitled ‘The Role of Political Poetry in Kurdish National
Movement’, considers the work of a number of Kurdish poets from 1918 to1928. It aims
to reveal some significant facts, particularly the national sense, which are not only
crucial to the poets and their work, but they are also significant to the Kurdish literature
in general, and the poetic era of those poets in particular. This is because political poetry
has affected the Kurdish political movement, and the movement, in turn, has had an
Impact on the poetry.

This paper consists of two sections and the first part comprises four subsections. The
first subsection presents an overview about the concept of political poetry and its
definitions, and the second subsection discusses the position of political poetry in the
comparative literature. As for the third subsection, it looks at the stages of the Kurdish
political poetry, and the fourth subsection demonstrates the significance and role of
Kurdish political poetry in the development of Kurdish national sense.

The second part, which is entitled ‘Political Poetry and National Sense’, consists of two
subsections. The first subsection considers Kurdish political poetry before the
establishment of Sheikh Mahmood’s government. It focuses on those poems that date
back to the era before Sheikh Mahmood’s reign looking at their impact on Kurdish
national sense. The second subsection, however, discusses the role of Kurdish political
poetry, through the perspective of poets of that stage, in the Kurdish political movement
during the reign of Sheikh Mahmood in general, and in Sheikh Mahmood’s government
in particular. In the end, the concluding points of the paper are thoroughly discussed.
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