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THEMATIC ROLES OF VERB ARGUMENTS (THE BAHDINI DIALECT)
VIAN IBRAHIM ALI
Dept. of Kurdish Language, college of Languages, University of Duhok, Kurdistan Region-Iraq

ABSTRACT

Thematic role (O-roles) has been the subject of the investigation from different perspectives
by a large number of Linguists and researchers. In Kurdish syntax research, this topic is not
comprehensively studied, and there is a kind of disagreement among Kurdish grammarians on
the assignment of the ©-roles and the number and the labels of those roles. The present study
aims to investigate the argument structure of the clause in Kurdish in an attempt to shed light
on the process of ©-roles assignment in clauses, and to identify and label those roles assigned by
the predicate in a Kurdish clauses. The study further aims to give an account of the normal or
unmarked position of the arguments in relation to a predicate and the role of the case pattern of
the clause in the distribution of arguments in the clause. The study follows Chomsky’s
Government and Binding Theory (GB)1981. The verb is considered a case assigner and a
predicate subcategorizing for type and number of arguments. The position of the arguments in
the structure follows the principles and the constraints of the x-bar theory. The Data for analysis
are utterances exrtracted from everyday spoken conversations by native speakers of Northern
Kurdish (The Bahdini Dialect). The argument structure of those utterances is analysed following
the principles proposed in Chomsky ©O-theory (1981). The result of the analysis demonstrates
that, as in other Languages, ©-roles are not in a direct relationship with grammatical functions
of the arguments in a clause as it is the information in the ©-grid of the verb that determines the
type and the number of arguments in the clause. However, Case assignment principles do
determine the position of arguments in the structure of the clause.

KEYWORDS: Thematic Role, Argument, Theta Role, Argument Structure,Agent , Patient .
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