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The literature of semiotics is big and getting bigger. The following tities,
correspond to the areas covered In this book and may be used as starting
points for further reading.

There are two good general books which bring together different traditions in
semiotics: S. Hervey, Semiotic Perspectives, London; Allen and Unwin, 1982,
and the under-used collection of helpful essay* (e.g. Eco on Jakobson), M.
Krampen et al eds:, Classics of Semiotics, New York and London: Plenum
Press, 1987. Some landmark writings in semiotics (along with some from
sociolinguistics, pragmatics and reception theory) are to be found in P. Cobley
ed., The Communication Theory Reader, London: Routledge, 1996,

On cless;ical semiotics start with D. S, Clarke, Principles of Semiotic, London:
Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1987,

Saussure's Cours can be found In two translations: Course in General
Linguistics, trans. W. Baskin, Glasgow: Fontana, 1974, and Course in
General Linguistics, trans. R, Harris, London: Duckworth, 1983, The works of
Peirce are also in two editions: The Collected Papers of Charles Sanders
Peirce, 8 vols., ed. Charles Hartshiore, Paul Welss and A, W. Burks, .
Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1931-58, and The Writings of
Charies S. Peirce: A Chronological Edition, 30 vols. (projected), ed. C. J. W.
Kloesel, Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1982-, These are hard going;
it may be best to start with J. Hoopes ed., Peirce on Signs: Writings on _
Semiotic, Chapel Hill and London: University of North Carolina Press, 1991. A
good Introduction and dual consideration of Peirce and “structuralism” is J. K.
Sheriff, The Fate of Meaning: Charles Peirce, Structuralism and Literature,
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1989,

Roland Barthes' Mythologies, trans. Annette Lavers, London: Vintage, 1996 I
a must, , @8 are the essays in the popular edition entitied Image-Music-Text,
ed. and trans. Stephen Heath, London: HarperCollins, 1986. If you enjoy
these, go on to S/Z, trans, Richard Howard, Oxford: Blackwell, 1%‘; 4, Your:
studies of Claude Lévi-Strauss, on the other hand, can commegce with
Structural Anthropology 1, trans. Claire Jacobson and Brooke Grundfest
Schoepf, Harmondsworth; Penguin, 1977,

In terms of the topic of semiotics, the best place to begin with Jacques Lacan
is his “The agency of the letter in the unconscious or reason since Freud” in
Ecrits: A Selection, trans. Alan Sheridan, London: Tavistock, 1977, You can
,Provide yourself with a preliminary context by consulting Darlan Leader's
Lacan for Beginners, Cambridge: icon, 1995,

-179-



Detrida's work (like Lacan's) is renowned for being difficult. However, his early
writings are eminently sensible. Try “Semiology and grammatology: interview
with Julia Kristeva” in P. Cobley ed., The Communication Theory Reader,
London: Routledge, 1996 and then go on to Of Grammatology, trans. Gayatri
C. Spivak, Baltimore and London: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1976.

The key writings of Charles Mortis are avallable In Foundations of the Theory
of Signs, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1938 and Signification and
Significance: A Study of the Relations of Signs and Values, Cambridge,
Mass.: M.|.T. Press, 1964. Before trying these you might wish to check out the
essay by Roland Posner, “Charles Morris and the Behavioural Foundations of
Semiotics” in Classics of Semiotics (see above). -

Sebeok should be approached through the collection of his essays entitled A
Sign Is Just a Sign, Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana University Press,
1991, and his 1972 book, Perspectives in Zoosemiotics, The Hague: Mouton.

D. P. Lucld ed., Soviet Semiotics: An Anthology, Baltimore and London:

Johns Hopkins Unlversity Press, 1988, and H. Baran ed., Semiotics and
Structuralism: Readings from the Soviet Union, White Plains, N. Y..
International Arts and Sciences Press, 1974, contain key texts by Lotman and
others in this tradition. This taster may lead you on to J. Lotman, Universe of
the Mind: A Semiotic Theory of Culture, trans. A. Shukman, Bloomington:
Indiana University Press, 1991,

The Selected Writings of Roman Jakobson, The Hague and Berlin: Mouton,
1962-87, run to 8 volumes and are worth looking at simply to get a sense of
the breadth of Jakobson's work. More digestible are the two smaller
collections of writings spanning his career: On Language, ed. L. R, Waugh
and M. Monville-Burston, Cambridge, Mass.; Harvard University Press, 1995,
and Language in Literature, ed. K. Pomorska and S. Rudy, Cambridge, Mass.:
Belknap Press, 1987. The Prague School are represented In various
anthologles of writings, for example P. Steiner ed., The Prague School:
Selected Writings, 1929-1946, Austin: University of Texas Press, 1982.
Available for some time, Mukafovsky's Aesthetic Function, Norm and Value as
Soclal Facts, trans. M. Suino, Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Stavic
Contributions, 1979, is a must.
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