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If all there were to meaning were patterns of stimulus and

response, then it would be impossible to discriminate meanings,

which are in fact discriminable. That is the reductio ad absurdum.
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Quine’s philosophy is nothing if not naturalistic.
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-\ Naturalism : abandonment of the goal of a first

philosophy prior to natural science.
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Naturalism: the recognition that it is within science

itself, and not in some prior philosophy, that reality is
to be identified and described.
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Naturalism: abandonment of the goal of a first
philosophy. it is sees natural science as an inquiry into
reality, fallible and corrigible but not answerable to
any supra — scientific tribunal, and not in need of any

justification beyond observation and the hypothetico-
deductive method.
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my position is a naturalistic one; | see philosophy not

as an priori propaedeutic or groundwork for science, .
but as continuous with science. I see philosophy and

science as in the same boat - a boat which, to revert to :
Neurath’s figure as I so often do , we can rebuild only N
at sea while staying afloat in it. There is no external

vantage point, no first philosophy.
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Naturalism does not repudiate epistemology, but
assimilates it to empirical psychology. Science itself
tells us that our information about the world is limited
to irritations of our surfaces, and then the
epistemological question is in turn a question within
science: the question how we human animals con have
moaaged to arrive at science from such limited
information. Our scientific epistemologist pursues this
inquiry and comes out with an account that has a good

deal 1o do with the learning of language and with the
neurology of perception.

The naturalistic philosopher begins his reasoning
within the inherited world theory as a going concemn.
He tentatively believes all of it, but believes also that
some umdentified portions are wrong. He tries to
improve, clarify, and understand and the system from
within. He is the busy sailor adrift on Neurath’s boat.
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The naturalization of epistemology, as I have been sketching
it, 1s both a limitation and a liberation. The old quest for a
foundation for natural science, firmer than science itself, is

abandoned: that much i1s limitation. The liberation is free access

to the resources of natural science, without fear of circularity.
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m
a justified belief is one that is permitted by a right system of j-

rules (justificational rules).
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I believe that a philosophy is spineless without ontology,
confused without semantics, acephalous without epistemology,

deaf without ethics, paralytic without social philosophy, and

obsolete without scientific support — and no philosophy at all with
neither.
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