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THE EMBODIMENT OF TECHNIQUES AND MANIFESTATIONS OF METAFICTION IN
THE NOVELS DRIED MAN AND RASHKO

AMEEN ABDULQADER OMAR and DRAKHSHAN ALI BAKER
“Dept. of Kurdish Language, College of Languages, University of Duhok, Kurdistan Region-Iraq

ABSTRACT

Metafiction is a particular style of fictional writing which uses different techniques to address
its story to a conscious audience. In this kind of fiction literary texts are self-reflective and
dissolve the reality of the fictional world. This study is an attempt to examine the mechanisms
and techniques which are used in the two novels Mirove Balachak (Dried Man) by Fadhil Omar
and Rashko (Rashko) by Abdulrahman Bamarny. The study tries to answer this hypothesis
guestion: to what extent do the two novels adopt the techniques and styles of metafiction?

To conduct the study, we have benefitted from critical literary perspectives devoted to
metafiction, particularly the views of Patricia Waugh, a famous writer in this field. In the light
of Waugh’s vision of metafiction several techniques have been selected to determine how far the
two novels have adopted the metafictional style of writing. These include: personally addressing
the reader; a story within a story; characters who are aware that they are taking part in a story;
commenting on the story whilst telling it, either in footnotes or within the text; a narrator who
identifies as both character and narrator.

The study demonstrates that most of these metafictional techniques are reflected in the two
novels, especially in Rashko by A. Bamarny.

KEYWORDS: Metafiction, Postmodernism, The Conscious Reader, And Techniques Of Metafiction.
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