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THE TEXT “BLACK BOX” BETWEEN NOVEL AND AUTOBIOGRAPHY

NAFEESA ISMAIL HAJI
Dept. of Kurdish Language, College of Languages, University of Dhok, Kurdistan Region-Iraq

ABSTRACT

It is known that the novel is a flexible genre and it is enable to have other genres and arts. Biography is
one of the genres that has crossed borders with the novel, whether the result is an autobiographical novel
or a fictional autobiography. Although the “Black Box”has been classified as a novel by the author, what
is apparent to the reader is that the area of truth in it is so wide that it creates suspicion for the reader
about its genetic identity. This study is an attempt to identify the “Black Box” as a genre, as well as it set
out its characteristics and aspects of truth and fiction. For this reason, the questions addressed in this
paper are: What is the space for both truth and fiction in this text? What are the aspects of the truth in it?
Why did the author classify this text as a novel? Is the black box a novel, and if not, what is its genetic
identity. To answer these questions, the study relied on critical opinions about the characteristics and
components of both the novel and the autobiography. It also took the concept of overlapping races into
consideration. As a result of analyzing and examining the research questions, it appeared that the “Black
Box” is a hybrid text. The area of truth in this text is wide, especially the writer's autobiography, which
has been presented in the framework of the novel. In addition, the artistic and fiction aspect, especially in
terms of technique and language, has a wide area. The study concluded that it is best to classify the black
box as an autobiographical novel.

KEYWORDS: Black Box, Novel, Biography, Autobiographical novel, fictional autobiography.



