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THE PSYCHOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENTAL STAGES OF FAZIL OMARI’S MAJOR
CHARACTER IN “THE UNTIMELY VISITOR” DURING THE MIRROR STAGE IN
LACAN’S PSYCHOANALYTIC THEORY

GULISTAN BADAL M.HASSAN and BAYAN AHMED HUSSEIN
Dept. of Kurdish Language, College of Languages, University of Duhok, Kurdistan Region-lIraq

ABSTRACT

Adopting whichever psychanalytical method, the analysis of the character, as a major component of text,
is an influential context for research and study of the relationship between literature and psychology. The
character of (Sherzad) in Fazil Omeri’s “The Untimely Visitor” is a prominent example for the
identification of the elements of Merror stage in Lacan’s psychoanalytic theory. In this regard, the
characterization style adopted by the writer is a significant discourse for the reflection of the character’s
actions and behavior as well as his progressive psychological development.

The mirror stage is a basic stage in a person’s psychological development and plays a substantial role in
his/her natural growth. This is achieved through the changes that are embodied in the psychological
composition before and during the mirror stage and together shape the system of imagination; these in turn
form one of the two stages in Lacan’s three stages of development, i.e. (The Symbolic, The Imaginative, and
The Real). The outcome of the changes in both stages- before and during the mirror stage- becomes the
source for the construction of the self in the stages following the mirror stage and also in the initiation of
the ‘symbolic’ system. The mirror stage is the base in the formation of the imagination system as well as in
the establishment of the Lacanian psychoanalysis due to its role in shaping an individual’s attitudes and
behavior. The narrative line developed in the short story becomes an influential device through which he
describes the process of the mirror stage which play an important part in the creation of the ‘ego’ as well
as the psychological development of the main character in the story.

KEY WORDS: Jacques Lacan , The Stage Before the Mirror, The Stage of the Mirror , The Stage
After the Mirror, The Short Story (A guest without an appointment)





