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Abstract

Language and culture is a unique relation that plays a major role in
directing both human and the society in which one lives in. Hence,
sociolinguistics has taking the burden of explaining the different
dimensions of such relations between language and culture; among
which the toughest may be to explain the concept of taboo of utterances.
This is the reason why this dissertation title has been shaped in “Taboo:

instance for the relation between language and culture”.

To obtain the dissertation objective the whole project has been divided

into three parts, besides the conclusion and bibliography. The first part

tackles language from the perspective of society and culture. The notion
is discussed through topics like: language, Individuals, and community,

the social function of language and the social interaction of language,

Sociolinguistics: quality and qualitative approaches ...etc

In the second part of the research, different analyses are conducted to
understand the nature of language relation to the culture. For this very
reason ‘culture’ is introduced widely then the main ground of culture
composition is been discussed along with essential and related topics
such as language and thought in which scientifically tackled the
relations between ‘language effect on thought’, ‘the effects of thought on
language’, ‘the bi relation’. Also represents the correlation between
Language and culture, as well as more pure linguistic topics have been
presented like ‘intonation’, “Topic’, ‘Agonism’, ‘“Turn-Taking’

‘indirectness’.
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The second part of the dissertation is devoted to explore the possible
relations between language and culture through taboo in which taboo
has been expressed as a crossed line merging point between both major
topics of the work (language and culture). The partis divided into three
chapters: the first chapter discusses taboo as concept and its
alternatives such as euphemism as well as detail analysis of their
different perspectives. In the second chapter, different types of taboo
have been presented and taboo is categorized on then hypothetical
basis of its negative or positive concept it may offer. After categorizing
the different types of taboo, in the third chapter taboo expressions are
analyzed semantically (from the perspectives of semantic features and
generative semantics) to show how to interpret the minute taboo

concept out of the utterances.

The third part of the research work explores the sociolinguistic
dimensions of the lingual taboo and how taboo is reflected differently
according to the three social elements of sex, age, and social power. To
interpret this side more actively, the part is divided into three chapters
in which the basic theories and hypotheses are presented so as to help
the practical analysis of sociolinguistic aspects of taboo as far as sex,
age, and social influence or social power are concerned as well as these
social elements role in attributing a taboo meaning or feeling to the
utterances or striping the utterances from taboo. Since the research
works on utterances, therefore, another chapter is devoted to introduce
context and its different types such: linguistic and non-linguistic
context, emotional, physical, and cultural context. The different types of

contexts mentioned in this chapter are set as the basic theoretical
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ground for discovering the sociolinguistic theories are analyzed to their
dimensional parameters interpreting their roles in practicing and
reflecting taboo utterances and their alternatives as euphemism. To
back the hypothesis up, three other subchapters are introduced which

are: sex taboo, age taboo, social prestige taboo.

Eventually, the dissertation conclusions are presented in a separate

chapter at the end of the last part of the dissertation.
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