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Abstract

This study entitled "Linguistic Crimes in the Kurdish Society: Erbil City
Courts as an Example" aims at realizing the possible ways through which
forensic linguistics can be employed to verify the linguistic crimes by using
linguistic tools. The data is taken from written documents in Erbil city courts
which includes the accusers and the accused testimonies, and the court
verdicts in which each article imposes a certain punishment during the year of
2014-2015. The data is analyzed to explicate the role of language in threats,
swears, libels and to demonstrate its impact on the social atmosphere and
linguistic crimes. The study adopts qualitative analysis methods and relies on
theories in sociolinguistics and pragmatics for analyzing the data. The study
concludes that linguistic crimes such as threats, swears, and libels, are
extremely prevalent and sometimes cause enormous social problems leading
to broken social relationships. Also, the context plays an active and evident
role in the relationship. That has clearly reflected, and been determined, in the
types of the speech acts; for example, the threat, swear, rejection, and warning
speech acts. Thus, the cooperative principles are violated leading to
conversational implicatures. Violating cooperative principles and using threat
speech action, swear-word and notoriety lead to using power, conflection and
physical action.
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