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Abstract

This thesis entitled (Cognitive Image Schema of Compound Words in Kurdish Language
Grammar) attempts to explain image schema from a cognitive linguistics perspective and to
analyze two relevant topics: cognitive linguistics and image schema. Cognitive linguistics as
a contemporary field of linguistics considering the theoretical and practical perspectives pays
crucial attention to the relationship between language, cognition, and human conscious
experiences. In addition, image schemas are formed through various senses’ experiences; then
they are conceptualized and eventually expressed in different images. (Schema) refers to all
information that is reserved as a module in the speaker’s mind, and (Image) represents the
overall abstract imagery strata.

After investigating these expressions in the Kurdish language, their analysis has been dealt
with depending on this phenomenon bases since image schema has daily usage among Kurdish
language speakers. Therefore; image schema composes an essential and significant part of this
thesis. In addition to its introduction and conclusions, the study consists of three main parts, as
follows:

The first part entitled (The opinion of Cognitive Linguistics) focuses on how this trend operates
explaining its views and perspective. It illustrates that this linguistic trend’s crucial emphasis
IS on meaning and image schema as a linguistic phenomenon that has strong relations with
both meaning and conceptualization. From this perspective, image schemas are explained and
their significance has been revealed.

The second part is entitled (Estimation of Image Schema in Cognitive Linguistics):

In addition to pointing out the relationship between the image schema and experience, reality,
and linguistic meaning, this part is devoted to cognitive differences in image schema from four
linguists’ perspectives providing examples from the Kurdish language to justify each of the
Image schemas.

Finally, the third part is entitled (Image Schema Reflection in Kurdish Language Lexicology).
In this part, the image schemas are practically presented in the Kurdish language lexicology.
Thus, Kurdish compound words are used such as, (compound nouns, compound adjectives,

compound verbs, compound adverbs, and compound idioms). The part falls into two sections:

First section: (Primary Statistical Data Collection of Image Schemas), hence the compound

words and their formation rules are presented according to the random system.
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Second section: (The Practical Analysis of Kurdish Language Compound Words Image
Schema). In this part, the compound words in the Kurdish language are explained from an
Image schema perspective. It has also been pointed out that the Kurdish compound words are
mostly formed on the basis of image schema after they have been experimented by the

speakers’ various senses, and later they have been conceptualized on the same basis.

The study ends with a number of conclusions, outcomes, and findings.
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