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ABSTRACT 
 

In recent years various proposals have been put forward 
for a new theory of language different from the standard 
transformational theory proposed by Chomsky (1975, 1965, 
1969). Some of these proposals have included more than 
just categorical information as the asic linguistic elements, 
though they have not entirely excluded transformations 
from the generation of linguistic structyres. 

Fillmore’s approaoh to language is such a propesal. 
Wile Fillmore’s linguistic theory is similar to Chomskys 

(1965) in certain respects, such as in the insistenoe on the 
contrality of syntux and on the need to give sentences 
underlying as well as superficial representions which are 
linked by transformations, their idess of what is appropriate 
to deep structure differ. 

Fillmore considers Chomskys deep structure, an artificial 
intermediate Level between the emprically discoverable 
“semantic deep structure” and the observationally accessible 
surface strueture. 

He regards grammatical relations like “subject” and 
“predicate” which are basic to deep structure in 
transformational generative theory, as surface structure 
phenomena which occur in some but probaably not all 
languages and which should be accounted for 
transformatienally, where needed. In Fillmore’s theory, 
syntactically significant semantic concepts, case releations, 
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are the basic elements of deep structure; these comprise a 
set of universal, presumbly innate, concepts which identify 
certain types of judgments human beings are capable of 
making about the events that are going on around them, 
judgments about such matters as who did it, who it 
happened to, and what got changed (1968, 24). Case 
relations can be marked in surface structure overt 
morphlogical elements like inflections, prepositions or 
postposictions and configurational markers which are 
dependent on word order or the like. 

There are tow facts about deep cases which make them 
highly appealing and significant. First, they are semantically 
justified and therefore have a relationship with the real 
world of experiencs. Second, they are universal in nature, 
such concepts as Agent, Instrument, Experiencer, Object, 
Source, Path, Goal, Time, Place, manner, …ect, are equally 
significant in Kurdish, Arabic and other genetically 
unrelated languages. Because deep cases are semantically 
justified, they can be identified regardless of their surface 
structure markings and regardless of the paticular language 
under consideration. 

The prsent thesis, which constitutes an attempt to apply 
Fillmore,s theory of language to some aspects of Kurdish 
syntax, comprises there main chapters. 

The first chapter presents the theory as it was originally 
presnted by Fillmore (1968) and developed in (1969, 1970, 
1971, 1977) introducing such topics as case relations, 
prepostitions and functions, elations and category labels, 
relations and configurations, relations I heads and 
compliments, cases and features, case and semantie 
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cateories and the case frames of predicates. The second 
chapter is concerned with transformations which involve 
operations or rules for ariving surface structures from 
underlying structures from underlying structures. Such 
operations like the selection of overt morphological markers 
for cases in Kurdish, objectivallization, objectivallzations 
seqential orderin, nominalzation and registration of 
elements in the verb from the bulk of the chapter. Recursin 
is accomplished by the embedding of one simple sentence 
into another through one of the cases. In Kurdish, 
subjectivalization transformation creates surface structure 
subjects out of deep structure agents, datives, instrumentals 
and locatives. 

In the last chapter the applicability of case grammer to 
Kurdish syntactic structure is evaluated. Then follow some 
concluding remarks. 
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