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Abstract

One of the factors that divided Kurdish language into several dialects, as
most languages of the world, is physical geography, especially the geographical
location of Kurdistan due to the presence of mountain ranges, valleys and
rivers that they have become physical barriers and separated regions in
Kurdistan, in the early days, especially in winter, they isolated population from
one other, this has led to linguistic differences, particularly in the levels of
phonology and morphology, and they have divided the Kurdish language into
four main dialects, each of which is divided into several sub-dialects. In this
study, we try to highlight the influence of these physical geography factors,
notably the presence of the Great Zab River, which has caused the separation
of the population on both sides of the river, that they live along the river, this
separation increased throughout the time in winter and spring due to rising
water levels and floods in these seasons, the Surchi sub-dialect spoken by the
members of the Surchi tribe is located in the confluence of the two dialects
Northern Kurdish (or Kurmanji) and Central Kurdish (or Sorani), i.e the border
area of both main dialects which the Great Zab( Badinan River) has separated
and divided the Surchi sub-dialect onto both dialects. Linguistically, they have
much in common, but they also differ from each other definitely in terms of
phonology and morphology, due to the influence of the two main dialects which
each of them belongs to each side of the region. In this research, we try to
highlight the extent of the influence of physical geography factors on the
distribution of dialects and sub-dialects of Kurdish language, especially the
presence of the Great Zab River in the region, which is often the border of
separation of the two main dialects of Kurdish language, which are considered
to be spoken by speakers of the same tribe and same sub-dialect. Through a
field research, and interviews with the residents of several villages belonging

to the Surchi tribe on both sides of the Great Zab River, after searching and



interviewing in these areas, we took two villages as a sample of our research,
each in terms of geographical nature and speech patterns is different, Zerav
village is located on the left side of the Great Zab River in Badinan region on
the bank a river, but Kalakin village is located on the right side of the Great
Zab River in Soran region, each of them has its own characteristics, according
to the levels of language, but in this study, we were only able to take the
phonological level of this sus-dialect, because we hadn't enough opportunity
for such a study that is the master's degree and its time is limited, and according
to its instructions the master's thesis should not exceed Y© «pages, on the other
hand, there hasn't been done any research so far in terms of linguistics on any
levels of this sub-dialect, if we want to work on any level of this sub-dialect,
we need several master's degrees and doctoral theses, so we only the took its
pholological level. We have analyzed the data and presented the results at the

end of the study.
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