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Abstract

This thesis entitled “Phonetic Issues of Kurdish Language between
Orthography and Phonological Rules” attempts to discuss and
examine the phonetic issues in the Kurdish language. This research is
limited to the central Kurdish Kurmanji. The method used in this paper is a
recent descriptive one.

The reason for choosing this subject is that phonology is one of the most
Important aspects of language. The phonetic problems of Kurdish language
are one of the distinguished and significant ones that need to be solved.
Bring together writing and pronunciation of Kurdish language, this study
tries to shed light on and solve these phonetic problems.

Excluding the introduction, the study is divided into three chapters and
conclusion:

The first chapter discusses phonetics and phonology and the difference
between them. The phonological rules of Kurdish language, syllable and its
types are also covered. Moreover, in this chapter standard language has
been defined and Kurdish standard language has been discussed plus the
efforts that have been made to form a standard Kurdish language.

The second chapter discusses the phonemes of Kurdish language and
various viewpoints about the number of the phonemes. First, the
problematic aspects of Kurdish phonology have been discussed. By this,
we mean those sounds that are problematic. Then, we have expressed our
viewpoint about these problematic sounds. After that, various viewpoints
and the researcher’s opinion regarding syllable and forms of the syllable in
the Kurdish language have been explained.

The third chapter which is the last chapter first discusses orthography,
types of writing, the difference between language and writing, and the
history of Kurdish writing with the Arabic and Latin alphabet. Next,
Saussure’s views regarding synchrony, diachronic, language and
conversation have been explained. Then, writing as history, writing as now,
and the problems of Kurdish writing using Arabic and Latin alphabet and
the comparison between them have been discussed. Finally, the most
important conclusions, a list of references, and the abstract of the study in
Arabic and English are given.
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