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Syntactic Structure
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Semantic Properties
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Revised Extended Standard

Theory
Case Theory

Empty category Theory
Lexical mapping theory

Movement
Minimal projection
Maximal projection

Intermediate projection

Pronominal

Linguistic Performance
Context Sensitive

Context Free
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Complementary distribution
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Referential Expression
Government
C - Command
C- Command antecedent
Spell- out
Default Case
Case assignment
Exceptional Case Marking
Genitive Case
Structural Case
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Nominative Case
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IP- Spec

Underlying Structure

Thematic role
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Categorical grammar

Grammar Generalized Phrase

Grammar
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Knowledge of Language
Descriptive Linguistics
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System of Constraint
Idiosyncratic properties
Generative Semantics

Cognitive Semantics

Conceptual Semantic

Canonical Subject Position
Trace

Immediate Analysis

Lexicon
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Macro roles
Node
Root Node
Vp = verb phrase
CP = Complementizer phrase
IP = Inflectional phrase
Terminal Node
No terminal Node
Utterance

Proposition

Visibility Condition
Maximality

Domain

Biological endowment for language

Zero Morph
Empty Morph

Case checking

Asolutive

Endocentric
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Centrality
Semantic Representation
Phonological Representation

Tree Configuration

Uniformity

Coreference
Hierarchical
Experiencer

Complex Symbols

phrase Structure Rules
Lexical Insertion Rules

Transformational Rules

Projection Rules
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(3) Maximality
(1) Centrality
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(1) Optionality
(2) Endocentric
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(1)CP = Complementizer phrase
(2) IP = Inflectional phrase

(3) Vp = verb phrase

(4) Proposition
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(5) Canonical subject
(6) IP- Spec
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(1) Government
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(2)Accusative
(3)Nominative

(4) Maximal Projection
(1) M - Command
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(1) Exceptional Case Marking
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(1) Canonical Subject Position
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Abstract

This dissertation is devoted to the investigation of null constituents
or empty categories, their nature and the sentence positions where they are
likely to be found in North Kurmanji or North Kurdish. GB assumes that
syntactic structure may contain in addition to overt constituents null or
empty constituents.

Empty categories are constituents which have grammatical and
semantic features, but lack phonetic features, and so are silent or inaudible.
There may be little that is new about empty categories, because many of
them have been described under deletion or understood elements or equi-
NP equivalents in traditional structural and early transformational
approaches, but what is new, and significant is that here they are dealt with
within the framework of Government and Binding theory (GB), which is
currently the most common and wide spread theory of language in the USA
and many European countries.

Empty categories play a central role in syntax in that their
interpretation is closely connected and links together the modules and
principles of GB, on the one hand, and sheds light on the native speaker's
linguistic competence, on the other.

The dissertation describes and interprets the phenomenon of empty
categories and their relations with overt categories in seven chapters, each
dealing with a module of GB.

The first chapter presents the title, the aims, the scope and the
significance of the work. The second, explores the historical origins of GB,
tracing it to the syntactic structure (1957) and the early T-G grammars,
which were superseded in (1965) by the Standard theory, and later by the
Extended Standard Theory, which developed in the late eighties and
nineties into Principles and Parameters and GB.

The third chapter comprises three parts: The first part explains that
GB aims to develop a theory of language which involves the formulation of
detailed descriptions of particular languages, from which common
universal properties that all languages share, can be abstracted. It holds
that a language can be represented at four levels: D-structure, S-structure,
Logical form and Phonetic form, and a number of modules such as the x-
bar system, theta theory, each of which possesses its own principles and has
its own concerns. The second part deals with the x-bar system, which is a
form of phrase structure rules that replaces the large number of re- write
rules with general principles, i.e. it makes statements that are true for all
phrases, clauses and sentences. The last part of this chapter deals with the
structure of noun, adjective, verb and prepositional phrases in North
Kurman;i.

Chapter four explicates the theta theory, a component of grammar
that regulates the assignment of thematic roles such as agent, goal, theme ,
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location, experience, recipient, etc to the arguments of a predicate , be it a
verb, a noun or an adjective. The theory holds that each argument is
assigned one and only one theta role, and each theta role i1s assigned to one
and only one argument (theta criterion).

Chapter five deals with case theory, which goes beyond the
morphological endings and is both abstract, in the sense that it is not always
realized morphologically by a surface case marker, and universal in that all
languages are presumed to have a full system of abstract case.

Chapter six, the bulk of the work , is devoted to the empty , or non-
overt categories in North Kurmanji, their nature, their positions in a
structure, their relations with the recoverable items and C — and — M —
commands. Here it is shown that North Kurmanji is not a pro-drop
language but it allows null constituents in some constructions, The last
chapter comprises a number of conclusions, the most important of which is
that the theory, although partly successful, cannot fully account for North
Kurmanji and needs to be revised and further developed to deal with some
aspects of the verb like aspect, negation and tense, and some aspects, of
complementizer phrase such as topic and focus projections.
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