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Abstract

This research carries the title (change segmental and supra-segmental phonemes
in Kurdish). The scope of the study is restricted to Central Kirmanji dialect, but as
necessary, and for more documentation and clarification, data from other dialects,
and on some occasions, other languages such as English, Arabic and Persian have
been drawn. Even though the topic falls within the scope of both branches of
language sciences (phonetics and phonology), which are the center of the research,
but necessarily it has crossed to other of levels of linguistics such as (morphology,
syntax and semantics).

This study has mainly sought to differentiate between the segmental and non-
segmental phonemes in Kurdish, while at the same time, the factors that lead to the
leading to semantic change are also delineated. Additionally, appropriate examples
are given in order to provide a scientific analysis of the semantic changes in question.

The study comprises three sections introduced by a brief introduction:

First section: in this section a review has been made of most of the previous studies
conducted about phonetics and phonology in Kurdish. Meanwhile, phonetics and its
branches, phonology, the concepts of phoneme, and allophones are also dealt with.

Second Section: in this section audible sounds of Kurdish language are represented,
the phonemes are determined, by their distinctive features and their place of
articulation are categorized, then phrase and types of phrases are explained; at the
same time, in this section segmental phonemes and suprasegmental phonemes are
highlighted.

Third Section: in this section, in the light of section one and two, the phonological
processes are indicated and represented; additionally, the trends and changes which
comes into ground between segmental phonemes and suprasegmental phonemes also
are. Moreover, the phonemes are categorized into two sections, those that change
meaning when they are changed, and those whose meanings remain unchanged
despite being changed or replaced and thus they deliver the same message to the
addressee.

Also, the study closes with some conclusions, and two abstracts in English and
Avrabic.
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