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(Abstract)

The dissertation is entitled "Stress and Intonation in the Northern
Kurdish Dialect". The work generally deals with the supra-segmental
phonemes in Kurdish focusing particularly on stress and intonation.
To distinguish the supra-segmental phonemes from each other is not
an easy task. All the supra-segmental phonemes (stress, intonation,
juncture, rhythm, pause...etc.), work together to obtain a principal
objective. But the ones that take the major role and have multiple
functions are stress and intonation. This is why the title is so, and the
major part of the work is dedicated to these two; and tackling the other
supra-segmental phonemes is only to furnish the ground for the study.

This dissertation is an attempt to generally study the supra-segmental
phonemes in Kurdish and to apply them to the Northern Kurdish
Dialect as the role of the supra-segmental phonemes is no less than
that of the segmental features in the conveyance of meaning; and
together they complement the structure of the Kurdish Language. The
essence of the meaning expressed through the supra-segmental
phonemes does not only consist of a bare arrangement of the sounds
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or words. Expressing a tuneless form or a form with an awkward
intonation causes misunderstanding.

The work consists of an introduction and four chapters. In the
introduction the researcher deals with the title of the work, objectives,
reasons behind choosing the topic, scope, problems, study procedures
and the constituent parts of the study.

Chapter one deals with the supra-segmental phonemes; in addition to
the structure of syllable an attempt is made to define stress, intonation,
pitch, juncture and pause.

In chapter two the researcher sheds some light on Stress and attempts
to deal with some aspects of stress such as, acoustic phonology, stress
formation, stress and linguistics, types of stress...etc.

In chapter three the researcher deals with Intonation. Some aspects of
intonation such as, type and function of intonation are also dealt with.

Chapter four is devoted to the study of ambiguity of meaning and the
supra-segmental phonemes particularly: stress, intonation and
ambiguity.

Finally, the findings, bibliography, and work abstract in Kurdish,
Arabic, and English are shown.
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