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Abstract

This study, which deals with the central problem of language, lexical
meaning, comprises an introduction, three chapters and some
conclusions.

The first chapter, which serves as a background to the main bulk of
the work in the other chapters, is concerned with meanings of
meaning, reference, sense, types of meaning, theories of meaning,
their merits and demerits, and it presents a historical survey of the
development of semantics in Europe and its present tendencies. The
emphasis is shifted in the rest of the work to descriptive semantics,
the part which words play in the structure of language at a given
moment irrespective of their antecedents.

The second chapter focuses on a basic approach to descriptive
semantics: the conception which regards words as signs, as units
endowed with symbolic function. Here two fundamental problems are
raised: the relation between form and meaning (motivated and
opaque words) and the fact that a form can have more than one
meaning (problems of semantic ambiguity, polysemy and
homonomy).

The third chapter concentrates on another dominating approach to
descriptive semantics: the view that language is an integrated
system, a ‘structure whose elemunts, including words, are
interdependent and interconnected, deriving their significance from
the system as a whose and their interrelationships, which are defined
in terms of synonymy, hyponomy, antonymy, and incompatability.
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